MATHEMATICS 202

READING QUESTIONS – THE HEROIC CENTURY
These questions are meant as a guide for you while you read.  You do not need to write up answers to be handed in, but you should be prepared to discuss them in class.  You might also use these as a way to prepare for the reading quiz.

1. What does the editor, Underwood Dudley, say is the best way to learn about the history of mathematics?

2.  What is infinitesimal calculus?

3.  How is infinitesimal calculus connected to the work of Archimedes?

4.  Why did it take so long for Archimedes’ work to be continued by mathematicians?  What advantages did the mathematicians of the Heroic Century have that Archimedes did not?

5.  What is a heuristic argument?  Why are they useful?

6.  When was the Heroic Century?

